0501 FAMILY CEREMONY - CIVIL

We are gathered here, to join together this man and woman, In the state of
matrimony. Into the state of matrimony come [BRIDE] AND [GROOM].

This union of [BRIDE] and [GROOM] brings together two family traditions, two
systems of roots, to create a new family tree, which will be strong and fruitful. Into
this union, [BRIDE] and [GROOM] bring all that makes each special as an
individual. Strengthening each other. Together, they will grow, not through
changing the other, but through mutual unconditional love.

With this love, each will respect the other’s individual outlook, sharing thoughts and
experiences with one another. Both [BRIDE] and [GROOM] comes together
willingly today as distinct, growing individuals, each true to their love, each sound
in spirit, each free to explore the dimensions of life in the spirit of unity,
cooperation and trust.

As it is your desire to take each other as husband and wife, you will please indicate
this desire by repeating in our presence the marriage vows:

I [GROOM], take you [BRIDE], to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold, from
this day forward, for better or worse, for richer and poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and cherish till death do us part.

I, [BRIDE] take you [GROOM], to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold,
from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer and poorer, in sickness and in
health, to love and cherish till death do us part.

% Do you [BRIDE] receive from [GROOM] this ring and promise to wear it as a
sign and seal of the unbroken and endless fidelity with which you will perform to
him the vows of a wife? [I DO]

% Do you [GROOM] receive from [BRIDE] this ring and promise to wear it as a
sign and seal of the unbroken and endless fidelity with which you will perform to
her the vows of a husband? [I DO]

Because of the vows they have taken today, [BRIDE] and [GROOM] have created
a whole new family. To make their commitment to that new family complete, they
wish to include their children: [Children’s Names here] and recognize them as an
integral part of this marriage.

OPTION: Giving them each a medallion/ring/etc. to symbolize their new family
unity.
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% Do you [BRIDE & GROOM] take these children to be the children of your heart,

to love and to hug, to talk to and to learn from, through successes and growing

pains, as long as you all shall live? "I DO.”

% Do you Children take [BRIDE & GROOM] to be your step- Mom and Dad and

your friend, accomplice and ally, to love and to cherish, as long as you all shall live?
“I/ WE DO.”

% Do you, Bride’s children & Groom’s children, each take the other(s) to be your

(sister / brother) and your friend(s), through fights and through fun, as long as you

all shall live? “I /WE DO.”

% Do you, Parents, promise to support these relationships, to give them room to

breathe, to encourage their special bonds with each other and love them through it

all?  “WE DO”

Gathered here, surrounded by family and friends, we rejoice as [BRIDE] and
[GROOM] come together as one. As you [BRIDE], and [GROOM], have consented
together in wedlock, and as you have hereto pledged your faith to each other by
giving and receiving of a ring.

I do, therefore by the authority confirmed upon me by the State of Ohio,
pronounce you Husband and Wife.

Congratulations, you may kiss the bride.
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